Grace Notes |

NEWb and moere!
October 2026

WE'RE GLAD YOU ARE A PART OF GRACE UNITED CHURCH

As autumn settles into Western New York, we are continuing our worship series,
For the Life of the World: Letters to the Exiles.

The basic question behind this series is a simple but important one: What does it

mean to live faithfully in the world as it actually is?

The prophet Jeremiah wrote to pcople who found themselves living somewhere
they never expected to be. They were exiles: Tar irom home, surrounded by a
culture that did not always reflect their values, and uncertain about what the

future would hold. It would have been understandable for them simply to
withdraw and wait for better days.

Instead, God told them to build houses, plant gardens, raise families, and “seek

the welfare of the city” where they lived.
In other words: Don’t give up on the world. Invest in it. Bless it. Help it flourish.
That challenge feels remarkably contemporary.

It is easy to become discouraged by the world around us. We see conilict and
violence, political division, economic anxiecty, loncliness, injustice, and a secemingly
endless strecam of bad news. Sometimes the temptation is to retreat, to protect
oursclves, keep our heads down, and simply wait for things to get better.
But the way of Jesus calls us toward something different.

Jesus invites us to love our neighbors, care for those who are vulnerable, practice
generosity, seck justice, build community, and become people through whom
God’s grace becomes visible.

Over the past several weeks, we have been considering what that looks like in
different parts of life: living faithiully as “exiles,” understanding family as a place
of blessing, secing our work as part of our service to God and neighbor, and
thinking about the kind of communities that allow people to ilourish.
During October, we will continue exploring some of the deeper practices that
sustain that kind of life.

We will talk about wisdom: not simply knowing the right things, but putting the
teachings of Jesus into practice.

We will talk about wonder: learning again to notice the beauty, abundance,
mystery, and grace that surround us.

And we will talk about hope: not optimism that everything will automatically
work out, but the Christian conviction that God's kingdom is alrecady breaking
into the world and that the work we do in love is never wasted.



Hope is one of the best gifts the church can oiffer our communities
right now. We do not have to pretend that everything is fine. We also
do not have to surrender to despair. Instead, we can keep showing
up. And together, in ways large and small, we can seck the
flourishing of the place where God has planted us.

That is what it means to Be the Church. And it is all
FFor the Life of the World.

Veritas Aequitas.
Pastor Alex
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. ’ A BIG Thank You to everyone who
helped in some way making our yearly
v rummage sale a HUGE success.

Women’s Spirit will meet
Thursday, October 8th at
5:00 at the church for a

pot luck supper. Bob & Beth Shook’s new address
Mary Lou Maxon will lead 7130 Crimson Ridge Drive, Apt 214
us in Myotherapy. Rockford, IL 61107

Stay tuned for information about the D{\AE:DEDDW
2027 Stewardship Campaign.
You should be receiving a letter soon. ';3 DE%L—U: I:EJ@AW

October
The United Church of Christ ? Birthdays
has a Special Offering on Sunday;,
October 4th. Neighbors in Need 2 - Marge Crowell
supports ministries of justice and 20 - Eileen Tecza
compassion with one-third of the 24 - Alysia Gilbert
offering given to the Council for 26 - Heather Maxon
American Indian Ministries and the 27 - Sharon Czarnecki
remaining two-thirds supporting the 27 - Griffin Graves

UCC Justice Ministries. 27 - Pat Maiden




OCTOBER COMMITTEE MEETINGS

MINISTRY - TUESDAY OCTOBER 13" @ 10:00AM - ‘
STEWARDSHIP - WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 14™ @ 5:30PM n‘
PRAISE - THURSDAY OCTOBER 15™ @ 2:30PM & L J £

GENERAL BOARD - MONDAY OCTOBER 19™ @ 6:00PM

e

The Praise team is looking for help for 2027.
We would appreciate to have more Readers,
which is reading the Call to Worship (the Leader parts of a
responsive reading & our Statement of Faith) and a scripture
reading. You will also take the offering plates to the altar for the
blessing after the sermon and help serve communion.

We are looking for more Greeters and, in the near future, volunteers
to help with security during the service. If you would like to be a part
of our Praise team, please consider coming to one of our monthly
meetings. Let Linda Elliott, Roxy Schmidt or Jeremy know if you are
interested.

We would also love to have you sing
with us in the choir or the praise
band. We have a good time together
and you don't have to have musical
talent. You just need to love singing.

We will be filling Turkey Boxes for
Thanksgiving for the Salvation Army from
October 15th - Nov. 14th. Lists are available

in the Lobby. BOX i
We look forward to filling lots of bags
and boxes again this year.




October Liturgical Titles,
Scriptures & Sermons

19th Sunday after Pentecost
October 4", 2026
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 58:6-12
New Testament Reading: Matthew 25:31-46
Sermon: “FLOW: Flourishing with Order”

20" Sunday after Pentecost
October 11*", 2026
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 8:1-9
New Testament Reading: Matthew 7:24-25
Sermon: “FLOW: Wisdom is Action”

21°* Sunday after Pentecost
October 18", 2026
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 65
New Testament Reading: Romans 8:18-25
Sermon: “FLOW: Wonder Transforms Us”

22" Sunday after Pentecost
October 25, 2026
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25
New Testament Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13-18
Sermon: “FLOW: Present Hope of a Future Kingdom”

585.593.5015
graceunitedch@gmail.com

GRACE UNITED CHURCH

289 North Main St.

www.Grace-United.Church Wellsville, NY 14895




	2026 ISSUE #10
	Grace Notes
	NEWS AND MORE!
	October 2026
	As autumn settles into Western New York, we are continuing our worship series, For the Life of the World: Letters to the Exiles.
	The basic question behind this series is a simple but important one: What does it mean to live faithfully in the world as it actually is?
	The prophet Jeremiah wrote to people who found themselves living somewhere they never expected to be. They were exiles: far from home, surrounded by a culture that did not always reflect their values, and uncertain about what the future would hold. It would have been understandable for them simply to withdraw and wait for better days.
	Instead, God told them to build houses, plant gardens, raise families, and “seek the welfare of the city” where they lived.
	In other words: Don’t give up on the world. Invest in it. Bless it. Help it flourish.
	That challenge feels remarkably contemporary.
	It is easy to become discouraged by the world around us. We see conflict and violence, political division, economic anxiety, loneliness, injustice, and a seemingly endless stream of bad news. Sometimes the temptation is to retreat, to protect ourselves, keep our heads down, and simply wait for things to get better.
	But the way of Jesus calls us toward something different.
	Jesus invites us to love our neighbors, care for those who are vulnerable, practice generosity, seek justice, build community, and become people through whom God’s grace becomes visible.
	Over the past several weeks, we have been considering what that looks like in different parts of life: living faithfully as “exiles,” understanding family as a place of blessing, seeing our work as part of our service to God and neighbor, and thinking about the kind of communities that allow people to flourish.
	During October, we will continue exploring some of the deeper practices that sustain that kind of life.
	We will talk about wisdom: not simply knowing the right things, but putting the teachings of Jesus into practice.
	We will talk about wonder: learning again to notice the beauty, abundance, mystery, and grace that surround us.
	And we will talk about hope: not optimism that everything will automatically work out, but the Christian conviction that God's kingdom is already breaking into the world and that the work we do in love is never wasted.
	A BIG Thank You to everyone who helped in some way making our yearly rummage sale a HUGE success.
	Women’s Spirit will meet Thursday, October 8th at 5:00 at the church for a pot luck supper.
	Mary Lou Maxon will lead us in Myotherapy.
	Stay tuned for information about the 2027 Stewardship Campaign.
	You should be receiving a letter soon.

	Bob & Beth Shook’s new address
	7130 Crimson Ridge Drive, Apt 214
	Rockford, IL 61107


	October
	Birthdays
	2 - Marge Crowell
	20 - Eileen Tecza
	24 - Alysia Gilbert
	26 - Heather Maxon
	27 - Sharon Czarnecki
	27 - Griffin Graves
	27 - Pat Maiden
	The United Church of  Christ
	has a Special Offering on Sunday, October 4th. Neighbors in Need supports ministries of justice and compassion with one-third of the offering given to the Council for American Indian Ministries and the remaining two-thirds supporting the UCC Justice Ministries.



	OCTOBER COMMITTEE MEETINGS
	MINISTRY - TUESDAY OCTOBER 13TH @ 10:00AM
	STEWARDSHIP - WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 14TH @ 5:30PM
	PRAISE - THURSDAY OCTOBER 15TH @ 2:30PM
	GENERAL BOARD - MONDAY OCTOBER 19TH @ 6:00PM
	October Liturgical Titles,
	Scriptures & Sermons
	Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 58:6-12
	New Testament Reading:  Matthew 25:31-46
	Sermon: “FLOW:  Flourishing with Order”
	Old Testament Reading:  Psalm 8:1-9
	New Testament Reading:  Matthew 7:24-25
	Sermon: “FLOW:  Wisdom is Action”
	Old Testament Reading:  Psalm 65
	New Testament Reading:  Romans 8:18-25
	Sermon: “FLOW:  Wonder Transforms Us”
	Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 65:17-25
	New Testament Reading:  2 Corinthians 4:13-18
	Sermon: “FLOW:  Present Hope of a Future Kingdom”



	GRACE UNITED CHURCH
	585.593.5015
	graceunitedch@gmail.com
	www.Grace-United.Church
	289 North Main St.
	Wellsville, NY 14895



